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Title: MAMMALIAN LAP GENE FAMILY, PRIMERS, PROBES AND 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

REPLY TO NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY 
In reply to the Notice of Allowability that was mailed in connection with the above- 
captioned application on August 24, 2005, and with reference to the Notice of Allowance that 
was mailed on August 24, 2005, having confirmation number 3330, Applicant submits the 
following reply to the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance. 

As indicated on the summary of the interview of June 16, 2005, the undersigned and the 
Examiner discussed limiting the claims to SEQ ID Nos: 24 and 25, and deleting reference to 
SEQ ID Nos: 26, 27, 40, and 42 (as proposed by Applicant in the proposed amended claims 
attached to the interview summary). During this interview, the Examiner raised the possibility of 
replacing the word "sequence" in claim 1 with --BIR-3 domain-. The undersigned expressed 



concern that this amendment might be construed to limit the claim to naturally occurring B1R-3 
domains, when the intention of the claim is to encompass all polypeptides that (i) have 95% 
sequence identity to SEQ ID NO: 24 or SEQ ID NO: 25, and (ii) are capable of inhibiting 
apoptosis of a mammalian cell when the polypeptide is expressed in the cell. The Examiner 
agreed that the undersigned's construction of the claim scope was correct, and stated that he 
would make it clear in the Notice of Allowability that the term "BIR-3 domain" was not limited 
to naturally occurring domains, and it was on this basis that Applicant agreed to the Examiner's 
proposed amendment. 

The undersigned has reviewed the Notice of Allowability and finds no mention of this 
fact. Accordingly, for the record, Applicant reiterates that claim 1 is intended to encompass all 
polypeptides that (i) have 95% sequence identity to SEQ ID NO: 24 or SEQ ID NO: 25, and (ii) 
are capable of inhibiting apoptosis of a mammalian cell when the polypeptide is expressed in the 



cell. 



If there are any charges or any credits, please apply them to Deposit Account No. 03- 
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